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ENTERTAINMENTS|

—_————

REPERTORY SOCIETY.

——
“CHERRY ACRES.”

“Cherry Acres.” a dainty and delightful
romance, was e¢taged at the Cremorne
Theatre last night by the Brisbans Reper-
tory Theatre Bociety. It met with a well-
deserved and enthusiastic welcome from
& large audience. It ls a viveclous and
elf!sh love story, strongly leavened with

quiet humour, 1n which an extremely
likeable and youngish trustee treats his
somewhat Irresponsible ward, s fsscluat-
Ing young damsel, as he thinks she ought
to be treated, allowing her full scope for
her generous nature and lovable disposi-
tlon, sure In the knowledge that her own
sweetness will shleld her from harm, but
always ready, like St. George, to destroy
any Interfering dragons. In love with her
himself, he does not obtrude, and per-
mits & "famlly arrangement” for her en-
gagement to a smug, snobblsh young man
to pursue its way to am ultimats brosk-
Ing off of family arrangements, A
singularly sustere and disagreeable aunt,
fearful of “what the neighbours will say "

and only too anxious to uphold the dig-
nity of the famlly, interposes with a stern
s*nse of duty to change the care-free girl
into a “pattern” fit for the Tudors, and
provides the motlve for sundry Inleresting
happeuings. There la no villaln, and all
ends In a delightful, Christmassy ptmos-
phere, with Joy bells ringing, and every-
body, Including the erusty aunt, perfectly
happy. The play I1s by Mrs. Dorothes
Tobin, of Sydney, and with it she won the
prize competitlon conducted by the go-
clety.

As Margaret Ann, the ward, Miss Kath-
leen M'Gregor was a plgquant personality, '
with varring moods, her sense of punctu-
ality being constantly subordinated to
dreamy reverles. 8he was gay and de-
mure by turns, and flnally, In 8 burst
of wvocal extravagance, summoned up
enough courage to effecitively “damn” her
unwelcome aunt. A more |deal guardian
than Mr. Cecll Carson could scarcely be
Imagined, He was a genial character,
charmingly solicltous for the happiness of
his ward, and full of dellghtfully !mpu-
dent wiles to clrcumnavigate the Inten-
tlons of the munt, Miss Edith Rowett as
the aunt was well placed. Impressed by
the famlly's importance, she was starch-/
lly acidulated, laying down ths law with |
a ruthless hand, and making herself thor- |
oughly eblectionable. It was & mond nisra
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& rutniess nand, and making hersel! thor- |
oughly objectionable. It was a good plece
of character meting. Therg 18 a&nother
ward In the story, a lad whom the guar-

,dlan wangled Into bezoming a Chrlslmas

guest at “Cherry Acres’’ with his dog. Thls
part was taken by Master Alan Carson,
who at once won the hearts of the audi-
ence with his typleal boyishness, careless-
ness of grammar use of slang, and gen-
erel disregard of thes pompous niceties of
polite soclety. Mias Italia Guyatt, as Mrs.
Brown, the housekeeper, was a cheery,
motherly soul, radiating happiness except
when the aunt was ton much in evidence,
Mr. Jack Reading was well placed as
Eustace Treeves, the "famlily arranged”
fiancee of Margaret Ann, smug and gelf-
satizfled, and supremely confident that he
wos 5o absolutely right. Misa Mary Luya,
as Molly Murray, who eventually replaced

Margaret in Eustace's affections, was
quite refreshing. Mre. R. Parkinzon, as
Margaret's “little mother,” who had In-

curred the aunt's wrath by remarrying,
was dalnty and effective. Two little girls,
Joan Balkeld and Gwen. Bulllvan, as par-
ticlpants in the Christmas festivitles,
were spurkling and natural, Mr. W, A,
Blake, first as the manager of the estate,
and later a5 Santa Claus, was llkeable In
every respect. The play was admirably
staged, and a capable orchestra, under the
baton of Mr. Walter Colllngs. provided
acceptable Incldental musie, which added |
greatly to the enjayment of the evening '
The play was produced by Mr, George B,

lllu:m. It will be repeated to-night. |
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